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 Welcome to TGLP 

News!  

We are now into our fourth 

and final year of delivering 

20 projects through the 

Tomintoul and Glenlivet 

Landscape Partnership. 

With some projects 

finished, we are on track for 

completing the rest of the 

programme by September 

2020. Read on to find out 

what we’ve achieved so far 

and what’s left to do!  

Tomintoul & Glenlivet Landscape Partnership (TGLP) is a partnership of 21 organisations 

working together to regenerate the area. With £3.6m from the National Lottery Heritage Fund and 

other sources, it is supporting the delivery of 20 projects over 4 years to September 2020.  

Contact Us: 

TGLP Office, Tomintoul & Glenlivet Business Centre,  

43a The Square, Tomintoul, AB37 9ET   

T: 01807 580350 

E: Info@tomintoulandglenlivet.com 

W: www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com 

Facebook: @TGLandscape Partnership                    

Twitter: @TGLandPartners 

Diary dates -  Winter  2019/20 

2 Dec  Wildlife Group Quiz and AGM 

22-23 Jan  First Aid training 

12 Feb  First Aid training 

14 Feb  Dark Skies event ‘The Demon Star’ 

For more information about events in the 

TGLP area visit :  

www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com 

The Tomintoul & Glenlivet Landscape Partnership programme will come to an end in September 2020. 

A Legacy Board will be established to oversee the planning and delivery of the legacy phase of TGLP to 

ensure the substantial investment of the programme is sustained into the future. The Board will be 

responsible for the management and maintenance of TGLP projects for 5 years beyond September 

2020, as well as developing ideas for new legacy projects which are innovative and sustainable and that 

can be put forward for new funding. 

The TGLP Board 

The Board of TGLP represent the lead partners 

and is responsible for monitoring and guiding the 

delivery of the Programme and its objectives. 

Members : Steve Smith (chair), Pete Mayhew 

(CNPA - vice-chair), Will Boyd-Wallis (CNPA), 

Eleanor Mackintosh (CNPA), Daniel Ralph 

(CNPA - Finance Advisor), Simon Ovenden 

(CES), Robin Turner (HES), Fiona Robb (HIE),  

Oliver Giles (TGDT), Tilly Smith (TGDT) and 

David Toovey (TGDT). 

Held 126 events  

attended by 2494  

people.  

Celebrated local natural and  

cultural heritage by holding the  

Country Fair and WILD in the Park 

events, attracting 100’s of people. 

Improved farmland habitat to benefit breeding  

waders through the Peesie Project.  

 “Nesting lapwing and chicks around the bird hide 

clearly benefited from topping rushes and creating 

scrapes.”   

Installed 295m engineered log jam 

and 155m willow spiling to reduce 

river bank erosion and improve 

river habitats. 

Enabled salmon fry and sea trout to 

migrate upstream through the fish 

passes on tributaries of the River 

Avon to access spawning habitat. 

 Tomintoul and Glenlivet Discovery 

Centre has welcomed 11,039 visitors in 

its second season.  

“What a treasure trove! I am so impressed by 

the way local history is kept alive here”. 

Held 65 training  

courses for  

452 participants. 

“Great content, super  

instructor, very informative.” Awarded 11 local wildlife 

grants through the  

Wildlife Group.  

Benefited from an  

incredible 4,383 hours 

of volunteer time  

towards projects. 

Improved access to river banks 

for anglers by installing 12 gates 

and 2 sets of steps. 

Held 6 traditional song  

workshops with schools, all 

delivered by local volunteers. 

Upgraded the 15km Speyside Way Spur.   

“This has hugely improved accessibility of the route and will 

benefit many visitors who come here to walk”. 

The TGLP team 

What happens after TGLP? 

Speyside Way Spur 

Photo: RupertShanks.com 

 

 Contact the TGLP team (from left to right): 

Lynn Cassells, Land Management Officer 

Jackie Taylor, Programme Manager 

Jenni McAllister, Admin & Support Officer 

Amy Woolvin, Community Heritage Officer 

Elspeth Grant, Communications & Interpretation 

Officer  

Polly Freeman, Land Management Officer 

Claire McGregor, Training Officer 



Interpretation and marketing 

           Our Water Environment       

Working with tenant farmers and RSPB Scotland, we have 

helped to secure funding for 5 agri-environment schemes 

including those at Auchriachan and Fordmouth. These have 

brought in an additional £428,700, some of which is match-

funding towards delivering projects that will help to slow the 

flow of water, restore river banks and improve important 

habitats along the River Avon and its tributaries.  

Pauline Mitchell from Fordmouth Farm said ‘Using green 

engineering such as log jams to stabilise the river bank will reduce 

the loss of valuable farm land as well as benefiting fish habitat”. 

A further two AECS schemes plus one SRDP forestry 

scheme are awaiting approval. 

  

 

A hidden landscape 

A natural landscape 

Over the winter contractors are developing 

interpretation and signage at Scalan and Blairfindy 

Castle, as well as other heritage sites and within 

Tomintoul. The work also includes developing 

marketing leaflets and digital content that will promote 

Tomintoul and Glenlivet as a destination. 

We are working closely with partners to agree sites, 

design and content for interpretation. Project updates 

can be viewed in the Discovery Centre window over 

the winter. 

The Tomintoul and Glenlivet  

Cairngorms Dark Sky Park 

now has its own logo to reflect 

the special qualities of the night 

sky, but also the tranquillity and 

accessibility of the Park.  

The logo is free to use for businesses, organisations, 

activities or events within the Dark Sky Park that fully 

comply with the Dark Sky Park Lighting Management 

Plan. Anyone who wishes to use it should contact TGLP 

for more information. 

Building on the area brand identity and key strengths, a 

marketing plan will be commissioned to support local 

businesses and organisations to market their products 

and facilities in a co-ordinated and consistent way. This 

will help to place Tomintoul and Glenlivet firmly on the 

map within both the Cairngorms National Park and 

Moray Speyside. 

Brown tourist signs will be erected to signpost 

visitors to key sites, while a marketing video is being 

produced to promote the best of Tomintoul and 

Glenlivet and what it has to offer.  

The area website www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com 

will be also reviewed before the end of TGLP to ensure 

it is up-to-date and complements the marketing plan. 

Scalan Mills 

Led by Crown Estate Scotland and the Scalan 

Association, the conservation works have progressed 

well with completion expected in December.  This has 

involved repairs to earthen floors and joinery work, lime 

mortaring and uncovering some wonderful finds 

including cobble floors and 

hundreds of objects. The  

repaired water wheel in North 

Mill will generate power for use 

during open days. Access will be 

improved by a path linking the 

buildings and accessible parking 

near the gate. 

Development of interpretation 

at Scalan is continuing with a 

view to installation in the spring. This will tell the stories 

of the Scalan, illustrated by original objects from the 

barns, along with some delightful owl graffiti drawn by 

school children on a new barn owl box in North Mill. 

Blairfindy Castle 

Led by Crown Estate Scotland, the stabilisation works 

involved extensive lime mortaring, steelwork and 

brickwork put in place to reinforce the building. Internal 

steel frames will provide further support. The final 

stages of the project, due to 

complete in December, will 

involve thinning and 

removing trees, 

constructing a footpath 

around the castle and a new 

path from The Glenlivet 

Distillery.  Interpretation 

and signage is being 

developed over the winter, 

to be installed in the spring. 

Schools and heritage  

Pupils from Tomintoul and Glenlivet schools have 

developed their media skills by producing more films 

with arts company Wild Bird. These were projected 

onto the walls of Drumin castle in a spectacular light 

show in March. 

Through the Landscape, Heritage and Song project, 

the schools have also taken part in traditional song 

workshops run by local volunteers, Jim Hogg and 

Caroline Mitchell.  

Wildlife Group  

Tomintoul & Glenlivet Wildlife Group have run a busy 

programme of events this year including a wildflower walk, 

birdsong walk, tree planting and several activities at Wild in 

the Park. A wildlife photography competition also provided 

some stunning images of nature from local photographers. 

The Group will soon be 

awarding a further tranche of 

Wildlife grants to improve 

habitats and ways to enjoy 

nature.   

If you’re interested in the 

wildlife around you, why not 

become a member and join in 

the events. Or apply for a grant 

to benefit your local 

environment. Find out more at 

TGWG’s facebook or call TGLP. 

Dark Skies 

A year on from becoming an International Dark Sky Park, the 

Cairngorms Astronomy Group continues to work with local 

businesses, farms and households to reduce light pollution. 

Further reductions are required to maintain this status which 

is monitored and reported to the International Dark-Sky 

Association. 

If you live in Tomintoul and Glenlivet and have an old outside 

light fitting, you may be eligible for a free dark sky-friendly 

replacement. Or if your lights were adjusted on your farm 

and you've had to re-adjust them, let us know so we can 

arrange upgrades for you. To find out more, contact TGLP.  

 

 

Oral History 

An archive of historic images and oral recordings will go 

live in early 2020 at www.tgdt.org.uk and in the Discovery 

Centre.  TGDT and volunteers have been developing what 

will be a fantastic resource for the community, visitors and 

the wider diaspora. There is plenty scope for more material 

to be added, so please dig out those old photographs or 

share your memories of living and working in the area! Or 

if you’re interested in the technical side of recording images 

and oral histories, please get in touch. 

Community Cultural Heritage 

Historic Environment Scotland continued its programme of 

archaeology events with some interesting findings recorded 

at the Lecht Mine, Craighead and Larryvarry, with the help 

of volunteers. If you’re interested in getting involved, look 

out for more events happening in 2020. 

Accessing the Landscape 

Education resources 

An education pack on TGLP projects will be developed 

over the winter to support schools and students to 

learn about the landscape and rich heritage of the area. 

A consultant will work with project leads and teachers 

at both primary and secondary level to write curricular 

resources as well as provide information to support  

visits by further education students. 

 

Log revetment at Fordmouth mid-way through construction. 

  

 

In September, we celebrated the completion of the 

upgraded Speyside Way Spur from Glenlivet to Tomintoul. 

The Glenlivet Distillery hosted the event, with the official 

opening taking place at nearby Blairfindy Moor. Led by 

CNPA with support from the Glenlivet Walking Group, the 

project involved repairing wet sections, improving path 

drainage and surfaces, removal of board walks, replacing 

gates and installing new signage.  

The upgraded path will be a great asset to the area, 

increasing enjoyment of the route and attracting more 

people to explore 

the area.  

 

Picture:  

Henry Moir  

opens the path 

at Blairfindy Moor. 
Photo:  Rupert Shanks 

 

 

 

The Wildlife Group’s stall at 

Wild in the Park. 


