
 
 

 

 

Information guide for farmers in Tomintoul and Glenlivet 

 

If you require further information, please contact: 
 

Karen Cunningham, Conservation Officer, RSPB Scotland 

Tel: 07753 775996 
 

Lynn Cassells, Land Management Officer,                            

Tomintoul & Glenlivet Landscape Partnership   

Tel: 01807 580350 

The Peesie Project is working with land managers throughout the  

Tomintoul and Glenlivet area to protect and create the best possible  

habitat for lowland farmland waders. 

 

The Peesie Project is part of the Tomintoul and Glenlivet Landscape 

Partnership, a Heritage Lottery funded project to regenerate Tomintoul 

and Glenlivet.  

For more information contact: 

Tomintoul & Glenlivet  Landscape Partnership  

Tomintoul & Glenlivet Business Centre 

43a The Square 

Tomintoul 

AB37 9ET 

Tel: 01807 580350 

Email: Jennifer@tgdt.org.uk 

Peesie Project 
 

Five Easy Ways To Help Waders  

On Your Farm 
 

Further information 

Tom Marshall (rspb-images.com) 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654  



 

Six weeks is all it takes for a lapwing 

to successfully pair up and nest so, if 

possible, leave that period of time 

between field operations in spring. 

Once hatched, waders will move 

chicks to more suitable feeding   

habitat. If you have to carry out field 

operations after mid-March e.g. 

chain harrowing and rolling, then 

attempt to complete them within a 

week. If that disrupts breeding     

lapwing, they will still make another 

attempt to nest. 

Disturbance during bad     

weather may lead to the chilling 

of eggs or young chicks. 

Managing your rush will provide 

good conditions for nesting   

waders and increase the    

productivity of your grassland.  If            

unmanaged, rush will become 

dominant and unpalatable to    

livestock. 

Annual cutting out with the  

breeding season followed by late 

autumn/winter grazing will reduce 

rush density, allowing grass     

species to flourish.  

 

The Peesie Project has a flail   

topper and weed wiper available 

for farmers in Tomintoul and 

Glenlivet to borrow for a small 

admin charge.  

 

Contact Alastair Young           

Engineering Ltd                      

(Tel: 01309 611335) or the    

contacts on the back of this leaf-

let for more information. 

That annoying wet patch in your 

field provides a great feeding area 

for breeding waders. Even wet  

corners a few metres wide provide 

good feeding grounds. As long as 

they stay damp and muddy into 

June, they provide food for adults 

and young. 

Waders do not like fields enclosed 

by trees due to the increased risk 

from predation.  

Avoid planting new hedgerows or 

woodlands in areas of your farm 

used by breeding waders. 

 

Waders prefer grazed grassland that 

has a mosaic of vegetation heights.   

 

Spring grazing at low density       

ensures that the grass does not   

become too long, which will cause 

chicks to chill when it is wet. If you 

have lapwing on your fields, a      

density of one cow or six sheep per 

hectare provides the right sward 

while minimising the risk of the nest 

or young being trampled. In        

addition, dung increases              

invertebrate numbers, which      

provides food for chicks.  

 

Late summer grazing removes     

annual growth and prevents         

vegetation from becoming rank. 

However, some long vegetation 

provides cover and nesting sites for 

some species. 

    

Manage rush in fields Graze the fields in Spring and 

late Summer 

 

Retain an open landscape 

Retain wet patches in your 

fields during Spring 

Plan the timing of your field 

operations 


