
 
 

 

 

Information guide for farmers in Tomintoul and Glenlivet 

 

If you require further information and/or a site visit, please  

contact: 

Karen Cunningham, Conservation Officer, RSPB Scotland 

Tel: 07753 775996 
 

Lynn Cassells, Land Management Officer,                             

Tomintoul & Glenlivet Landscape Partnership   

Tel: 01807 580350 

The Peesie Project is working with land managers throughout the  

Tomintoul and Glenlivet area to protect and create the best possible  

habitat for lowland farmland waders. 

 

The Peesie Project is part of the Tomintoul and Glenlivet Landscape 

Partnership, a Heritage Lottery funded project to regenerate Tomintoul 

and Glenlivet.  

For more information contact: 

Tomintoul & Glenlivet  Landscape Partnership  

Tomintoul & Glenlivet Business Centre 

43a The Square 

Tomintoul 

AB37 9ET 

Tel: 01807 580350 

Email: Jennifer@tgdt.org.uk 

Peesie Project  

Creating Wader Scrapes 

Providing wet feeding areas for breeding waders 

Further information 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654  



The arable, wetland and grassland 

habitats found in the Tomintoul and 

Glenlivet area support important 

populations of breeding waders, 

which are in decline across the UK. 
 

A key requirement of breeding  

waders is that they have access to 

areas of wet mud in which they and 

their chicks can forage for insects 

and earthworms. 
 

A small scrape in an otherwise dry 

field could provide a significant 

amount of food and increase chick 

survival rates on your farm. 

 

A scrape is a shallow depression, 

which should hold water from 

March to late June. It should be in an 

open location and have gently    

sloping edges to provide muddy 
feeding sites for waders and their 

chicks. 

 

 Choose an open location well 

away from trees or other   

features that might harbour 

predators. 

 Choose a low, naturally damp 

section of the field where the 

water table is not too far   

below ground level. 

 Do not select floristically   

diverse habitat to dig up. 

 Cut back vegetation in the 

selected area so that there 

will be a margin of short    

vegetation around the scrape. 

The margin should be at least 

10 m wide. 

 Design a scrape that is at least 

0.002 ha (20 m2) in size. This 

equates to 4 m x 5 m. However, 

the scrape should be linear and 

irregular in shape to maximise 

the area of wet, muddy edge. 

 Keep the edges shallow and do 

not dig deeper than 45 cm in 

the centre of the scrape. 

 Keep the scrape at least 5 m 

away from ditches and water 

courses. 

 Spread the scrape spoil thinly on 

adjacent ground. 

 

You do not need a licence from 

SEPA to create a small scrape.  

However, it is wise to inform SEPA 

and SGRPID that you are planning 

to create scrapes to ensure that you 

don’t fall foul of regulations. If you 

are on a designated site, you must 

discuss your intentions with SNH. 

Contact Karen Cunningham, RSPB 

(Tel: 07753 775996) if you would 

like help with mapping scrape      

locations and submitting a plan of 

works to government bodies. It is a 

simple task for which there is no 

charge. 

The size of a scrape is very small 

(roughly 0.002 ha). You do not have 

to alter the exclusion information 

for a LPID for ineligible features  

below 0.01 ha. However, if you have 

five or more scrapes in one field 

and/or other BPS ineligible features, 

or you are unsure, contact your  

local SGRPID office for advice. You 

may have to fill in an LMF to remove 

the land the scrapes occupy from 

your BPS claim. 
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