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Background material

Blairfindy Castle, a tower-house, completed in 1564 by 
John Gordon, was structurally unsound for many years 
with large cracks forming making it too dangerous for 
the general public to visit.

A project funded by the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund and led by owners, Crown Estate Scotland, 
stabilised the castle ruin in 2019 and made it safe to 
access. Internal steel work now prevents the walls 
from opening out further, while cracks and gaps were 
filled with contrasting brickwork, mortar and steel. 
This retains the ‘narrative’ of the building i.e. telling the 
history of the building and its various repairs over the 
years by contrasting the new works, whilst retaining the 
original fabric in its original form. A turf capping was also 
introduced to protect the wall heads.

The castle is home to many different birds and bats 
and these have been encouraged with bat boxes and 
different types of bird and owl nesting boxes, placed into 
the crevices and stonework.

The project involved a team of conservation architects, 
surveyors, engineers, contractors, ecologists and 
archaeologists working together to stabilise this building 
for people to enjoy. 

In the past historians, architects and archaeologists 
worked hard to recreate the ‘look of the past’ but this 
new approach embraces the differences and highlights 
the narrative of the building over time. 

There are often a range of clues to help us identify how 
old a building is.  A common method is to explore the 
brickwork.

A building’s journey 
through time 
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LESSON PLAN

• Show the children the pictures of Blairfindy Castle, ask them to identify which parts look old and which parts  
look new.

• Consider why it is important to know the history of how a structure has been built.
• Discuss why different construction methods may have been used on the castle.
• Discuss if their family homes have been on a ‘journey’ and changed over time - extensions, decorating, garden 

landscaping etc.
• Explore different styles of walling (photographs and film).
• Make your own walling designs and test the strength of their designs (use Teifoc/Lego or other construction 

materials).
• Try different fixing agents for your ‘bricks’ icing (made with icing sugar and water or glycerin), mud, sand, turf.
• Walk around the school or local community. Can you be a building detective? Are there new or old walls, 

windows, doors or roofs? How do you know?

EXTENSION

• Look at historic photographs of the village - have the buildings and streets changed? If so how?
• Use Lego or other small-scale construction materials to explore your own journey over time.

REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS

• Do you like the fact you can tell which parts of the castle are old or new, or do you think they should have tried 
to make it all look old?

• Can you find a building that has gone through a journey and had elements added onto it over time?
• Which walling style worked best and why?
• How did your detective skills work out? Have you found buildings in the local community that have changed over 

time?

LEVEL 
First

Explore the history or ‘narrative’ of a building over time, by identifying 
construction materials and building your own brick wall.

CURRICULUM LINKS
• Social Studies: SOC 1.01a, SOC 1.02a SOC1.03a, SOC1.07a

HOME LINK AND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

• Discuss your own home’s journey with family - decorating, extensions, landscaping.

• Talk with local community members who remember the past – ask them about the buildings. You could record 
your interviews as an oral history project.

• Look at local buildings to see if you can see evidence of the ‘narrative of the buildings’.  Are there extensions,  
new additions or old sections to your home, the local shops, the school or church? How do you know? 

• Visit the Scalan Mills in the Braes of Glenlivet where the steading buildings were restored in 2019. Look for the 
‘narrative of the buildings’ here.

https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/listings/blairfindy-castle/
https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/blairfindy-castle/
https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/oral-history/
https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/listings/scalan-seminary-and-mills/
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Background material

Blairfindy Castle 

Some background on brickwork through the ages

A brief history of walls

Common walling 

Building a brick wall 
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Notes

Useful links

Historic images of Tomintoul and Glenlivet

Blairfindy Castle on Canmore 1 

Blairfindy Castle on Canmore 2

Historic Environment Scotland 
themed resources 

Bitesize castles resource 
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https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/listings/blairfindy-castle/
https://www.buildingconservation.com/articles/brick/brickwork.html
https://fet.uwe.ac.uk/conweb/house_ages/evolution_walls.pdf
https://thestonetrust.org/common-walling-types/
https://www.self-build.co.uk/how-build-brick-wall/
https://www.tgdt.org.uk/digital-archive/%20the-archive/
https://canmore.org.uk/insites?theme=6
https://canmore.org.uk/site/15970/blairfindy-castle
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/learn/learning-resources/teaching-resources/#themed-resources_tab
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/learn/learning-resources/teaching-resources/#themed-resources_tab
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2w7pv4
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