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LESSON PLAN

• Discuss whether it is best to pass on a message verbally or in writing.
• Discuss what graffiti was used for in the past. Often to show someone had been at a location or to pass on 

information. (e.g. cave paintings in Europe). Discuss whether Instagram and Facebook are new methods of passing 
on messages of presence or activity?

• Discuss if creating graffiti is wrong?
• Play a game of ‘Chinese Whispers’ in a group. The first child makes up a simple message, this is passed down the 

line whispering in each other’s ear. The final person tells everyone what they heard.
• Now read some of the historic graffiti from Scalan Mills - what messages were being passed on? 
• Look at the owl graffiti and discuss the purpose of this.
• Split the children into groups - some make their own ‘temporary’ graffiti, others record an interesting story of 

their lives on a Dictaphone or on film to play back to the group.
• Now view the graffiti and watch/hear the stories.
• Discuss whether the written word or spoken word is best for retaining information.

EXTENSION

• Listen to some of the oral history ‘snippets’ and discuss the person’s story.  Visit the Tomintoul & Glenlivet 
Discovery Centre and listen to the audio recordings or find them online.

• What does the graffiti tell you about the families who lived here and their era? Have you a connection to any of 
the names or places mentioned?

• Talk about the ideas and images portrayed - why images of pigs, for example?
• Look at the wider, contemporary issues, such as Banksy - is this art or vandalism? 

HOME LINK AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

• Record your parents talking about their 
childhood and play back to the class.

• Visit the Scalan Mills in the Braes of Glenlivet  
to search for the historic graffiti. Take a photo  
of your favourite story and share with your  
class later. 

• Explore historical photographs and oral history 
recordings from the Tomintoul and Glenlivet 
community

• Old Photographs Tomintoul Moray Scotland  
- YouTube

• Visit the Discovery Centre in Tomintoul to find 
out more about the history of the area and  
how people lived and worked.

REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS

• Are the apps Instagram or Pinterest a new form of graffiti or a new form of passing on messages? 
• Is graffiti art or vandalism?
• What is better at helping us retain information, the written or spoken word?
• What can you learn from the Scalan Mills graffiti?

Passing on messages through 
time: oral history vs graffiti 

E X P E R I E N C E  4

LEVEL 
First – second

Explore different ways to tell a story through written and spoken forms, 
and discuss how effective they are.

CURRICULUM LINKS
• Language: 2a, 3a, 5a, 10a, 12a, 16a 20a, 21a, 22a, 23a, 24a, 25a, 26a
• Social Studies: SOC 1.01a, SOC 1.02a SOC1.03a, SOC1.07a

https://www.tgdt.org.uk/digital-archive/the-archive/
http://www.streetartbio.com/banksy
https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/listings/scalan-seminary-and-mills/
https://www.tgdt.org.uk/digital-archive/the-archive/
https://www.tgdt.org.uk/digital-archive/the-archive/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24YcLdlS2NU
https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/listings/tomintoul-glenlivet-discovery-centre/
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E X P E R I E N C E  4  ( C O N T I N U E D )

Background material

Origins of graffiti - the first drawings on walls appeared in caves many thousands of years ago.  The Greeks and 
Romans also wrote poems on walls. Modern graffiti has its origins in Philadelphia in the early 1960’s. By late 1960 it 
had reached New York. 

An animated history of graffiti.

Street Art Culture 

Origins of Chinese Whispers. This game is called Chinese Whispers in the UK, Telephone in the US, Geese to Geese in 
China and in France, Arab Phone. It has also been called Operator, Grapevine, Gossip, Don’t Drink the Milk and Secret 
Message over the years. It is a popular ‘parlour’ game. 

There is extensive historic graffiti found in the Scalan Mills, providing a unique record and diary of farming life and 
work in the Braes of Glenlivet during the 19th and 20th centuries.

Notes

Useful links

Historic images of Tomintoul and Glenlivet

Blairfindy Castle on Canmore 

Scalan Association

Historic Environment Scotland resources

Cairngorms Place Names resource

Cairngorms Lyric resource

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/reading/upper-intermediate-b2-reading/history-graffiti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4GNoUYZhrT0
http://www.streetartbio.com/
https://www.icaltefl.com/chinese-whispers-offensive-or-not
https://www.tgdt.org.uk/digital-archive/%20the-archive/
https://canmore.org.uk/insites?theme=6
http://www.scalan.co.uk/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/learn/learning-resources/teaching-resources/#themed-resources_tab
https://cairngorms.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/LiteraryLandscapes-web-5.2.20.pdf
https://www.tomintoulandglenlivet.com/listings/tomintoul-glenlivet-discovery-centre/
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